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past though it is admitted to have an endless future,
which looks like a stick existing with one end only.
A man's character on which his whole destiny
depends is, on this hypothesis, specially created for him by
God and imposed on him without any choice of his own.
If he is gifted with a noble nature and fine capacities, he
may be thankful, though he has done nothing to deserve
them. If he inherits a congenital disease, congenital
criminality or evil nature, or if he is born a cripple or an
idiot, he has equally done nothing to deserve them.
Everything depends on mere chance, or on the whim or
arbitrary will of God. But if this be so, where is the
justice of the All-just God, to say nothing of the love of
the All-loving Father ? It is sometimes said that all these
things will be adjusted in the life to come. This may be
so, but it does not give any rational explanation as to why
they are so in the life here, nor does it seem reasonable
specially to exclude human life on earth from the scope of
the law and order, of the exquisite design and purpose,.
which obtain everywhere in the natural world.
Again, a babe dies a few hours after birth, after a
spirit was specially created for it. That spirit will be the
poorer for ever for missing that life and its experiences on>
earth. But if earthly experiences have no use later on^
and if life on earth has no permanent value except that of
being judged for eternal hell or eternal heaven, a spirit
coming into a body which lives up to old age may be said
to be badly treated, as it has to endure trouble, misery and
sins, and to run the risk of going to hell at last, whereas
the babe runs no risk, suffers no misery and is as well off
in the end as the other spirit.
Moreover, this theory makes God a servant of man
as He may have to wait for creating a new soul till a man^

